Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:
Dean Cook passed on the morning of 12-28-20. Dean will be greatly missed. In this

especially difficult time it is asked that everyone pray for Shirley and the family.

Charlie Henard’s Mother (she lives in Murfreesboro, TN) now has a mild case of
pneumonia and is being treated with anti-biotics and on Oxygen as well. She did get
over the Covid. As soon as she recovers from the pneumonia it is expected that she
will be going home. Please continue in praying for Charlie’s Mother.

Donnie Thurman (Ken’s cousin) has been undergoing Cancer treatments and is at home.
Donnie is now under Hospice care. Your prayers are needed and appreciated.

Clay Sturgill (Ray’s brother) had his other leg removed and is in the nursing home in
Whitesburg, Ky. for rehab. He is not doing well at all. Prayers for Clay and the
family are appreciated.

Ethan Bell (Virginia McKinney’s great grandson) passed on 12-24. Please pray for the
family in their loss.

Eric Bowlen had shoulder surgery is expected to be recuperating with extensive therapy
for the next two months. Prayers are requested for Eric.

Karen Sproles thyroid problem will be watched for now. Karen has an appointment with a
Heart Doctor (1/22) for a review of her enlarged ventricle valve. Also, she has a knot
on her foot which may require her to use a wheel chair. Please pray for Karen.

Iris Hash has been diagnosed with her Hiatal hernia and is now strongly considering
surgery. Iris has some new medication and is also on probiotics and doing well with
that. She is also experiencing some problems with indigestion. Overall, Iris is doing
some better and looking forward to seeing everyone at services soon.

Ada Hamm has been diagnosed with lung cancer and COPD. Please pray for Ada.

Jeff Sturgill has been troubled with back problems and will be off work and recuperating

until March. He is doing a lot better but the problem comes and goes.

Stephanie Sturgill began Chemo treatments on 12-24-20. She is doing pretty well. Please

pray for her recovery

Linda Bush is at home and doing better. It has been decided that the procedure will not be
necessary and she is no longer wearing the heart monitor

Ernest Brown is at home doing well.

Teddy Burgess (friend of Evelyn Murphy) is doing much better.

Sean Mathews — Stomach problems (ongoing)

Pray For Our Shut-ins:
Gloria Hale

Pray For The Work We Are Supporting:
John Grubb (Mission work in Asia)

Charles DiPalma (Mission work in Australia and New Zealand)
Northwest Florida School of Biblical Studies

Upcoming Events:

God’s Plan For Our Salvation:

1. Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).

2. Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

3. Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).

4. Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

5. Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

6. Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10).
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Jump Start # 2741
2 Corinthians 9:15 “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!”

Today we wrap up our little series on hymns. Each of us could make up
our own lists, and that might be a good exercise. In this last installment, |
want to consider a modern song, “Thank You, Lord!” Eighteen times in
that short, two verse song, the words “thank you” are used. The song
demonstrates a heart that is so grateful to the wonderful Lord.

The song was written in 1990 by Dennis Jernigan. Jernigan was born in
1959 and said in an interview that he wanted to express his thankfulness
to the Lord for changing a sinful life and making it a useful vessel for the
Lord. And, for all of us who are Christians, that is our story and that is
our song.

So, here in this hymn, Jernigan brings to the forefront the expressing of
thanks to our God. The Lord didn’t have to save us. He could have said,
“You made the mess. Clean it up.” But, He didn’t. From the early pages
of Genesis, there is God, covering Adam and Eve and beginning the
process of bringing man back to God where we belong.

Our verse today well describes all of this. Thanks be to God. So often
the words, “Thank you,” just do not seem to be enough. The expression
of love is so enormous. All we have is simply two words, “Thank you.”

But, “thank you” are more than words. They become a way of life. A
grateful life. A thankful life. And, this is what it looks like:

First, to be thankful, one expresses it in words. “Oh, they know,” just
doesn’t cut it. We need to, and we must, say it. “Thank you,” with a
smile on a face and heartfelt warmth towards the giver. In our prayers,
we must remember to thank the Lord.

Second, to be thankful, one values, honors and cares for the gift that was
given. In this case, it’s our salvation. We show our thankfulness by
protecting our salvation. We walk close to the Lord. We resist the devil.
We put on the armor of God. Being careless shows that one isn’t very
thankful. Being indifferent shows that one isn’t very thankful.

Third, to be thankful is to praise the giver. Here, it is God. We praise
Him in worship. We praise Him by living righteous lives. We praise Him
as we tell others about Him.

In this hymn, there are several directions that are pointed to. It begins
with thanking God for all that He has done. That’s past tense. That would
include in our lives. That would include in Biblical history. God has been
there to open prison doors, shut the mouths of lions and part seas. He’s
protected His people in fiery furnaces, in arks, and in dark dungeons.
And, look at what amazing things God has done in your life. He has
answered many prayers. He has forgiven you. He has opened doors for
you. He has helped you in so many ways.

From there, the song swings to the future. For all that You’re going to do,
are things yet to be seen. God is going to send Jesus. God is going to
raise the dead. God is going to open the doors of Heaven. There will be
more times in our lives that God will be there. When we are finished
here, the angels from Heaven will carry us home.

The song then switches to all that God has promised. That would
included the prophecies that have been fulfilled and the hope that
remains for us. God is true to His word. He doesn’t make promises and
then changes His mind and breaks them.

And, just like that, the hymn turns to God. It says, “and all that You are
is all that has carried me thro’. The focus is upon the nature of God. The
righteous, holy, powerful and loving God. He is the one behind the
forgiveness. He stands behind those promises. He is the reason we are
thankful.

In this crazy year that we’ve had, there has certainly been many reasons
for people to complain. And, most have. But, there remains God. He
hasn’t changed. He is the same before Covid, during Covid, and after
Covid. He has been our anchor this year. He has not left us. He has not
given up on us. He has not turned off the fountain of His blessings. Have
we been forgiven this year? Have we had prayers answered this year?
Have we been helped this year?



And, to all of that, we say, “That You, Lord.” Those words cannot be
said enough. And, I hope that when we reach Heaven, those will be the
first words on our lips.

Thank You, Lord!

Roger
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