Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:

Ray and Liz Sturgill are still recovering. Liz will be having her dialysis stint
relocated soon, is receiving dialysis treatments at Spencer three times a week
and home health care visits.

Sheila Wilson continues to receive chemotherapy at IU Health Martinsville and
home healthcare visits.

Jesse and Susie Riddle are both battling respiratory infections.

Jeff Sturgill is recovering at home from back surgery.

Virginia McKinney is still experiencing some balance and hip problems. She will
have a monitor implanted to help determine if there are issues with her heart.

Karen Sproles is still confined at home and is receiving home health services. She
is currently battling a cold.

Iris Hash is feeling better but is recovering from a cold and is staying with her
daughter.

John Richardson is in the Countryside Nursing Home in Avon, IN.

Terry Richardson is in rehab at The Waters in Martinsville.

Gerald Dunn, brother of Susie Riddle, is in a health care institution in Bedford and
is experiencing memory issues.

Shannon Jones, daughter of Linda and Randall, is still undergoing chemotherapy.

Jessica Knoy, Dave and Tina’s daughter-in-law’s mother, Celia Fletcher, is still in
the hospital and has suffered another stroke. Unfortunately, at this point, she
is not responding to treatment.

Jessica Haynes, Dave and Tina’s daughter-in-law, is scheduled for surgery on
January 26™ to remove a small growth in her head.

Pray For Our Shut-ins:

Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash, Virginia McKinney

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting:

John Grubb (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in

Peru)

Monthly Pitch-in Dinner:

Our next monthly pitch-in dinner will be held Sunday, February 5th, following the

morning services. Following the meal, we will reconvene at 1:00 PM for an

afternoon song service then will dismiss for the day.

Men’s Business Meeting:

The next men’s monthly business meeting will be Wednesday, February 1 at 5:00

PM.

Radio Program:

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 to

hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”.

God’s Plan For Our Salvation:

1. Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).

2. Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

3. Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).

4. Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

5.Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; | Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

6. Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev.

2:10).
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SEEING THE UNSEEN
Ben Vick

On January 1, 2023, we embarked on a new year. What lies ahead, we do not
know. We cannot see what tomorrow holds. One of the writers of the
Proverbs said, "Boast not thyself of tomorrow; For thou knowest not what a
day may bring forth." (Prov. 27:1.) Paul wrote, "While we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal." (2
Cor. 4:18.) Though we cannot see into the future, we can see through the eye
of faith the unseen. The heroes in Faith's Hall of Fame did; so can we.

We read, "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet,
moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he
condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by
faith." (Heb. 11:7.) Noah had never seen a flood before, much less rain, yet
when God told him to build an ark because a flood was coming, he believed
God. He saw through faith what he had not seen empirically, that is, with the
physical eye.

God told Abraham, "Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that |
will shew thee: And | will make of thee a great nation, and | will bless thee,
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them
that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families
of the earth be blessed." (Gen. 12:1-3.) Walking a little farther down Faith's
Hall of Fame, we have this statement: "By faith Abraham, when he was
called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance,
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went." (Heb. 11:8.) He had
not seen the land to which God was directing him, but he went by faith.

He sojourned by faith in that land of promise, dwelling in tents with Isaac and
Jacob. Why did he live a nomadic life in the land? We are told: "For he
looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God."
(Heb. 11:10.) Through the eye of faith, he anticipated that heavenly city. Is
that not what we should do? "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your
affection on things above, not on things on the earth." (Col. 3:1-2.)

Abraham and Sarah were both beyond the age of having children, but God
promised them a son. In that same section of the hall, we read: "Through faith
also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a
child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had
promised. Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so
many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea

shore innumerable." (Heb. 11:11-12.) Abraham also believed in the promise
of God concerning a son (Rom. 4:16-22.)

The writer of Hebrews says, "These all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and
embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth.” (Heb. 11:13.) These faithful ones did not receive the promises, but
they saw them through faith. They were persuaded of them; they embraced
them and acknowledged that they were strangers and pilgrims. Can we see
what cannot be seen? Can we see our heavenly home, a city that has
foundations built and made by God?

After noting Isaac and Jacob in this famous hall, we come to Joseph.

The inspired "plaque™ says, "By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of
the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning
his bones." (Heb.11:22.) | am not sure we can be precise as to how long after
Joseph's death Israel departed from Egypt, but Joseph, by faith, could see
what could not be seen. He knew Israel would one day leave that country to
return to Canaan. And when they did, he wanted his bones carried back to the
land promised. Faith could see what could not be seen.

Then next on the wall in Faith's Hall of Fame is the depiction of Moses. We
stop and meditate on his life and his faith. Among the statements about him
is, "By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he
endured, as seeing him who is invisible." (Heb. 11:27.) He left Egypt with all
its treasures to suffer affliction with the people of God. Why? He did not fear
the king's wrath but saw Him who is invisible. Through the eye of faith, he
could see God. As you and | read God's word, can we see Him who is
invisible? We know we cannot physically see God (John 1:18), but by faith
we can.

So, as we begin this new year, let us see what cannot be seen. We cannot
foresee what lies ahead this coming year, but may we increase our faith by
studying God's word. Let us see our Lord in the assemblies of the saints and
be present with him. Let us see Jesus in those who are in need. "And the King
shall answer and say unto them, Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."”
(Matt. 25:40.)

May God bless us to greater service in His vineyard this year. Let us not lay
down our hoe before we reach the end of the row. Let us see what cannot be
seen.



