
  , Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:
Liz will be having her dialysis stint relocated soon, and continues to have dialysis

treatments at Spencer three times a week.
Floyd Coley had a procedure to remove the nerve stimulator in his back.
Sherrie Williams had successful back surgery performed this past week.
Sheila Wilson has completed her first round of chemotherapy.
Virginia McKinney is still experiencing some balance and hip problems.  She will

have a monitor implanted to help determine if there are issues with her heart.
Karen Sproles is still confined at home and is receiving home health services.  She

is currently battling a cold.
Iris Hash is feeling better but is recovering from a cold and is staying with her

daughter.
Shannon Jones, daughter of Linda and Randall, is still undergoing chemotherapy.
Jessica Knoy, Dave and Tina’s daughter-in-law’s mother, Celia Fletcher, is still in

the hospital and has suffered another stroke.  Unfortunately, at this point, she
is not responding to treatment.

Jessica Haynes, Dave and Tina’s daughter-in-law, had surgery on January 26th to
remove a small growth in her head.

Pray For Our Shut-ins:
Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash, Virginia McKinney, John Richardson,
Terry Richardson, Gerald Dunn
Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting:
John Grubb (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in
Peru)
Monthly Pitch-in Dinner:
Our next monthly pitch-in dinner will be held Sunday, February 5th, following the
morning services.  Following the meal, we will reconvene at 1:00 PM for an
afternoon song service then will dismiss for the day.
Men’s Business Meeting:
The next men’s monthly business meeting will be Wednesday, February 1st at 5:00
PM.
Valentine’s Family Game Night:
All are invited to an evening of food and games at the church building on
Saturday, February 11th starting at 5:00 PM.  More information to follow.
Radio Program:
Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 to
hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”.

God’s Plan For Our Salvation
1. Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).
2. Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).
3. Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).
4. Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).
5. Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).
6. Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev.

2:10).
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Looking For A City

As we walk with God and commune with God, there is nothing more
important than our faith.  The word occurs over 200 times in the Bible. 
Scripture emphasizes the importance of faith.  The just shall live by
faith (Rom.1:17).  We are justified by faith (Rom. 5:1).  Faith is the
victory that overcomes the world (I Jn. 5:4).  As [we] read Hebrews 11,
we see how faith works.  The Hebrew writer gives us the accounts of
many lives to show us that there are rewards for those who remain
faithful.  These saints were suffering a great deal of persecution, so he
encourages them by showing they are not alone.  Often, we think we
are the only ones who are going through something. We must
remember we have an entire Bible teaching us that others have already
overcome those things. 
He gets to this section of Hebrews 11 where he discussed the life of
Abraham and Sarah. The Bible says, “For he looked for a city which
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). They
kept their eyes and focus on something greater than this life. We must
remember to do the same as we go through life as well.

THEY LOOKED FOR A CITY THAT WAS REAL
As we look forward to the great day our God has for us, we must
remember that heaven is a real place. Heaven is a prepared place for a
prepared people. Jesus said, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe
in God, believe in me.  In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” (Jn. 14:1-6).

This is a promise from our Lord. We often sing the song, “Don’t you
want to go to that land?” What a glorious day that will be!

THEY LOOKED FOR A REACHABLE CITY
There are many goals we set for ourselves in life. Recently, I was
watching a program and the emphasis was on who can become a
millionaire the fastest.  While many of us won’t reach that goal, heaven
is reachable.  God has promised us if we are “faithful unto death, he
will give us a crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). Paul says, “There is laid up
for me a crown of righteousness, and not to me only, but unto all them
that love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:8). As we set our goals for ourselves
and our families, don’t forget about heaven.

THEY LOOKED FOR A REWARDING CITY
At the end of a long race or task, there is always a reward given to
those who come in first place. We applaud them and recognize they are
the winner.  Each one of us can come in first place in this race. This
race is not a sprint, but a marathon.  The Hebrews writer writes, “Let
us lay aside every weight and the sin which so easily beset us, and let
us run with patience the race that is set before us.  Looking unto Jesus
the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb.12:1-2).  Heaven will be the
greatest reward anyone could ever dream of.  We will be with our God
for all eternity.

CONCLUSION
The songwriter writes, “Heaven is a beautiful place, filled with glory
and grace.  I want to see my savior’s face.”  Heaven is a place that is
real, reachable, and rewarding.  May we each continue to live a life
that exemplifies the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  -- Joshua Cantrell


