Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:

Liz Sturgill is still struggling but continues to receive dialysis treatments.

Jeff Sturgill has a sore on his foot and had to return to the hospital for treatment but
is now back home recovering.

Jesse Riddle is experiencing weakness but is able to attend Sunday AM service.
Shawn Mathews will meet with a surgeon to determine if he needs gall bladder
surgery.

Charlie Henard’s niece, Brittany Henard, is battling cancer.

Please pray for Charlene Boggs’ granddaughter who enlisted in the Navy.

John Richardson is currently in quarantine but is doing some better.

Bobby Epeards, son of Iris Hash, who suffered a heart attack, is recovering at Iris’
house.

Karen Sproles is suffering from COVID and kidney issues At some point she hopes
to have a nerve block injection in her knee.

Glenda Coons, former member, is struggling with as of yet undiagnosed health
issues and is in need of prayer.

Nan Coons, wife of Darian and daughter-in-law of Eldon and Glenda Coons was is
home and now able to eat and slowly improving.

Pray For Our Shut-Ins:

Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash, John & Terry Richardson

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting:

John Grubb (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in

Peru). See latest mission reports on the bulletin board in the back of the auditorium..

We will be blessed to have brother Goshorn and his family with us on Sunday,
February 18™". He will provide us with and update of their work in Peru.

2024 Gospel Meetings:

A spring gospel meeting will be held April 12-14 with brother Ronnie Whittemore
of the Stop 11 Road Church of Christ in Indianapolis and a fall gospel meeting will
be held September 6-8 with brother Tom House of the Plainview Church of Christ in
Fulton, MS.

Men’s Business Meeting:

The next men’s monthly business meeting will be Wednesday, March 6th at 5:00.
Monthly Pitch-in Dinner:

Our next pitch-in dinner will be Sunday, February 18th following the AM services.
Following the dinner, we will meet at 1:00 PM for a service in song.

Radio Program:

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 FM
to hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”.

God’s Plan For Our Salvation

Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).

Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).

Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; | Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10).
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LORD, HELP ME TO HAVE A SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE

Roger D. Campbell

It is scriptural to remind faithful saints of God about their obligations
before him. It also is biblical to encourage those same faithful people to grow
in their service to the Lord. It is proper, too, to inform slackers that they need
to make improvements. When it comes to our own personal spiritual
development, the Bible makes it plain that: 1) it is possible for us to grow in
that fashion; and, 2) the Lord expects us to do just that.

A personal question: How are you doing when it comes to sacrificing?
Do you make sacrifices? To sacrifice means to give up something (or live
without something) which we value for the sake of something else which we
deem to be more important. In general, why do people give up things which
they enjoy or from which they get satisfaction? For some, their sacrifices are
made for health reasons. For others, it may be for financial reasons, to
improve their relationship with another person, to obtain a particular job, or
to stay out of prison. Or, on the spiritual side, it may be that a person makes
sacrifices to please God.

One who carefully considers the Bible’s message learns that sacrificing
is part of serving the Lord. It is God’s will for each Christian to present his
body as a living sacrifice to Him (Rom. 12:1). The Master calls on all who
follow Him to deny themselves and take up their cross each day (Luke 9:23).
He even said that those who do not forsake everything cannot be his disciple
(Luke 14:33). So, sacrifice is not optional, but “comes with the territory” of
following Jesus.

Who are some Bible characters who made sacrifices in order to serve the
God of heaven? Abraham left his homeland (Gen. 12) and was willing to
sacrifice his son (Gen. 22). When a man offered to give David the animals
and wood needed for a burnt sacrifice, the king’s response was, “No, but |
will surely buy it from you for a price; nor will | offer burnt offerings to the
LORD my God with that which costs me nothing” (2 Samuel 24:24).

Four fishermen “forsook all” in order to become fishers of men (Luke
5:11; Mark 1:17-20). A poor widow cast all of her money into the treasury
(Mark 12:41-44). Early disciples willingly sold material possessions and gave
the money to the apostles for the work of the church (Acts 4:34-37). Faithful
first-century saints “risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Acts 15:26). The churches of Macedonia gave liberally, despite
facing “a great trial of affliction” and living in “deep poverty” (2 Cor. 8:1,2).
We are fascinated to read about a brother by the name of Epaphroditus, about
whom it is written that “for the work of Christ he came close to death” (Phil.
2:30). The sacrificial spirit shown by the early saints stands as a great

example for us.

The spirit of sacrifice continues in the lives of many modern-day
Christians. We know of cases where people became Christians and were
forsaken by their family as a result. Still, they remained faithful to the Lord.
We have seen members of the church do without material items in order to
give sacrificially to help others or support a church project. We know men
who have given up high-paying jobs in order to become Gospel preachers.
Other disciples have forsaken activities from which they received great
enjoyment, in some cases doing so because those activities were sinful, and in
other instances letting go of them because they feared those activities were a
hindrance to their influence on others.

It may be that a big portion of what we call “sacrifice” in our lives does
not really constitute much of a sacrifice at all. In the big picture of things,
how great of a sacrifice is it to give up soft drinks, coffee, or tea? How much
of a sacrifice is it to give up eating pizza or reducing the number of meals we
eat-out in a restaurant? What about giving up satellite/cable TV or air
conditioning? Some of us old-timers can recall the earlier days of our lives
when drinking soft drinks was a rarity. If we ate pizza at all our moms made
it. There was no satellite TV available and we survived without air
conditioning in our homes. When | read my Bible and see the sacrifices that
our brothers and sisters made in the first century, | see a vast difference in
what they gave up compared to giving up what we sometimes label as
“creature comforts.”

You may or may not be aware of it, and you may have no desire to hear
it, but today in a number of areas in the world, we have faithful brothers and
sisters who have minimal material stuff, yet they have a heart devoted to the
Christ and a sacrificial spirit. The key thought is not to count material objects
and earthly activities, but to have a heart that is willing to sacrifice.

The Godhead’s sacrifices on our behalf ought to move us! God gave his
only begotten Son for you and me (John 3:16). The Christ gave up his rich
estate in heaven to become poor. Why? So we might be rich through his
poverty (2 Cor. 8:9).

When Peter reminded Jesus that he and the other apostles had left all to
follow Him, He told them that there will be rewards for those who make
sacrifices for Him. Some will come in this life. The greatest reward will be
eternal life in the age to come (Mark 10:30).

Lord, help us not to whine about what we lack. Rather, lead us to have a
spirit of sacrifice for You.
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