Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:

Liz Sturgill will be having her dialysis stint relocated soon and continues to have dialysis
treatments at Spencer three times a week. Ray is wearing a heart monitor for a month.

Judy Coley is recovering from bronchitis.

Jesse Riddle is recovering from a kidney infection.

Ken Roosa’s sister Sandy has been diagnosed with Stage I lung cancer and is being evaluated
to determine if she can have surgery to remove a portion of one lung.

Sherrie Williams had successful back surgery and is recovering at home.

Michaela Mathews hurt her wrist and is wearing a brace awaiting further evaluation.

Sheila Wilson has completed her first round of chemotherapy.

Virginia McKinney is still experiencing some balance and hip problems. She had a monitor
implanted to help determine if there are issues with her heart.

Karen Sproles is still confined at home and is receiving home health services. She is being
treated for some skin cancers. She also has a cyst on her knee.

Iris Hash is feeling better and is staying with her daughter however, she is being treated for
macular degeneration in her eye.

Shannon Jones, daughter of Linda and Randall, is still undergoing chemotherapy.

Jessica Haynes, Dave and Tina’s daughter-in-law, had surgery on January 26™ to remove a
small growth at the base of her brain and is now recovering at home.

Pray For Our Shut-ins:

Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash, Virginia McKinney, John and Terry Richardson

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting:

John Grubb (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in Peru)

Deepest Sympathy:

Please pray for Jessica Knoy and her family, including Eric, Sadie, Addison and Hagen, her

father and her sisters, at the loss of Jessica’s mother, Celia Fletcher, who suffered a stroke

several weeks ago. Jessica is a daughter-in-law of Dave and Tina.

Monthly Pitch-in Dinner:

Our next monthly pitch-in dinner will be held Sunday, March 5th, following the morning

services. Following the meal, we will reconvene at 1:00 PM for an afternoon song service.

Men’s Business Meeting:

The next men’s monthly business meeting will be Wednesday, March 1% at 5:00 PM.

Benevolent Donations:

The congregation is encouraged to bring in cleaning supplies, paper goods, coffee and gift

cards for groceries, gas, Taco Bell and McDonalds to be donated to Desert Rose, the local

women’s shelter.

2023 Gospel Meetings:

The men of the congregation have scheduled two gospel meetings for 2023. A Spring meeting

will be held May 19-21 with brother Ben Vick of the Shelbyville Rd. Church of Christ in

Indianapolis. A Fall meeting will be held November 10-12 with brother Bill Boyd of the

Rockliff Church of Christ in McMinnville, TN. Please plan ahead to support these meetings.

Radio Program:

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 FM to hear

our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”.

God’s Plan For Our Salvation

1. Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).

2. Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

3. Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).

4. Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

5.Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; | Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

6. Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10).
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THE IMPORTANCE OF A CHRISTIAN MOTHER IN THE HOME

The home of a Christian mother is filled with love, compassion, comfort, encouragement,
forgiveness, and tranquility.

The societal influences in the US have taught a different picture of the home than the one
presented in the pages of God’s Word. Two people no longer have to get married. If they do
get married, they do not have to marry the same sex. If they get married, they do not have to
stay married for life. If a home is established, there are no basic roles to be found therein. In
fact, we are told that men are weak and the woman is really the strength of the home. Children
no longer have to be part of a home. There are many ways, including abortion, to keep from
having children. If children are part of the home, they wield a lot of power. Parents who try to
train, control, and discipline their children are looked upon as abusers. Today, State
(government) wants to be the dominate agent in the child’s life until he/she reaches adulthood.

Christians are battling against the culture when it comes to the home. We are told our
Biblical values are irrelevant and out-of-touch with the 21st Century. Christians, however,
cannot allow culture to win. Paul exhorts us with these words in Romans 12:2, “and be not
conformed to this world...” The word “conformed” means “to be made fashioned like” and “to
be formed into a pattern.” Paul exhorts children of God, saying: “Do not let the world mold
you” and continues with these words: “...but ye be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” Our minds need
to be “renewed” by the Word of God. The word “renewed” means “to be renovated.” Thayer
tells us that it means “a complete change for the better.” Yes, Christians must go to the Good
Book to learn how to live. Regardless of the mold the world seeks to pour us into, we must
rebel against it. We must continue to be true to the precious truth (instructions) found in God’s
Word. We must allow God’s Word to transform us into something much better than the world
has to offer.

The Bible teaches that it is important to have both a father and a mother in the home.
When God created the home, he put a father and mother therein (Gen. 2:18-24). He gave each
of them different roles in order for the home to function smoothly and in order for children to
receive what they need to develop properly into adults. Both fathers and mothers need to
understand, appreciate, and commit to their roles in the home. If they do not, the home will not
be what God intends for it to be.

Let’s notice the importance of a Christian mother in the home. We must emphasize the
adjective “Christian.” A Christian mother is one who has put on Jesus Christ through the act of
baptism (Gal. 3:26-27). A Christian mother knows God, Jesus Christ, the Word of God, the
church, and the importance of living a Christian life. She has priorities that are different from
mothers who are not Christians. She understands the importance of worship, service, Bible
study, prayer, good works, morality, and love. She yearns for her home to be in harmony with
God’s truth. She does all that she can to make her home a “heaven on earth” for all those who
live therein. She makes certain that her “Christianity” is not just a lot of talk. Oh no! Her
Christian life is the fabric of her home. Christian mothers who do not understand these things
need to do a diligent study of Proverbs 31:10-31. To become a virtuous woman ought to be the
mark for which every Christian mother strives.

There are three things that every Christian mother needs to be within her home.

1) She needs to be the “home maker.” Several passages of Scripture reveal the need of the
mother to make her home her top priority. In 1 Timothy 5:14, Paul exhorts the young women
with these words: “I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the
house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.” In Titus 2:5, Paul says the
younger women need to be taught “to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to
their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.” The home is the woman’s
kingdom. The husband is the king. She is the queen. She is the ruler, master, and manager of
the affairs of the home. Can she work outside the home? Yes. But, she must never neglect her

responsibilities as the steward of her home. This obligation is what brings health, stability,
strength, and peace within the home. Proverbs 31:27 summarizes this aspect of
motherhood. “She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of
idleness.”

2) The mother must be a teacher in the home. A father has this obligation as well
(See Eph. 6:4). But, the mother is engaged with her children much more than a father is. The
book of Proverbs indicates that mothers are instructors of their children. In many passages, the
instruction of a mother is emphasized. Early in Proverbs 1, Solomon writes: “My son, hear the
instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother” (v.8). In Proverbs 6:20, he
writes: “My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake not the law of thy
mother.” Mothers need to be laying down “the law” in their homes. The need to teach the
basics of love. They need to instruct their children in the laws of morality. They need to make
certain their children understand the fundamentals of Christian doctrine. Mothers can also
instill within their children what it means to work hard and be respectful. They can make
certain their children learn what it means to be self-disciplined. To teach these things, mothers
will also have to boldly and carefully wield the rod. Proverbs 29:15 makes this point clearly to
mothers. “The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to
shame.”

3) A Christian mother will make certain she is a good role model for her children. She
knows “little eyes” are watching her. When those eyes are little, they look upon their mother as
they would a princess. If the mother is true, sincere, and consistent in her manner of life, those
eyes will still see her as a princess when they have matured into adulthood. “Her children arise
up, and call her blessed” (Prov. 31:28). Her children see her as a provider (Prov. 31:14-15, 21-
22). They see her as a hard worker (Prov. 31:16-19). They know she is a servant to others
(Prov. 31:20). “Strength and honor are her clothing...She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and
in her tongue is the law of kindness” (Prov. 31:25-26). She manifests to her children exactly
what it means to be a Christian. Her children are glad to be able to call her “their mother.” Her
life is so influential that all of her children strive to be like their mother in so many ways.

Dear readers, the influence of a Christian mother in the home cannot be stressed too
much. She makes her home. She guides and trains her children. She exhorts her household to
walk in her footsteps. The home of a Christian mother is filled with love, compassion, comfort,
encouragement, forgiveness, and tranquility. A home that has a good Christian mother is a
“beautiful” home regardless of the size and style of the external dwelling place. Long after
mom is gone, her children still remember and appreciate her. They are thankful they were
blessed with a mother who refused to conform to this world, but was transformed by the power
of God into a godly mother who intentionally fulfilled her role in her home.

-- Victor M. Eskew
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