
  

Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted: 

Liz Sturgill is still struggling but continues to receive dialysis treatments. 

Jeff Sturgill has a sore on his foot and had to return to the hospital for a procedure to 

remove a vein in his upper leg and place it in his lower leg to help his sore heal. 

Ray and Liz’s brother-in-law is in the hospital in Lexington, KY and underwent 

surgery to remove a tumor in the back of his neck. 

Jesse Riddle is experiencing weakness but is able to attend Sunday AM service. 

Elena Hawkins is slowly improving from her allergic reaction to iodine. 

Bob Hawkins continues to receive treatment for the veins in his legs. 

Shawn Mathews will meet with a surgeon to see if he needs gall bladder surgery. 

Charlie Henard’s niece, Brittany Henard, is battling cancer. 

Please pray for Charlene Boggs’ granddaughter who enlisted in the Navy. 

John Richardson is currently in quarantine but is doing some better. 

Bobby Epeards, son of Iris Hash, who suffered a heart attack, is doing much better. 

Karen Sproles is suffering from COVID and kidney issues  At some point she hopes 

to have a nerve block injection in her knee. 

Glenda Coons, former member, is struggling with as of yet undiagnosed health 

issues and is in need of prayer. 

Nan Coons, wife of Darian and daughter-in-law of Eldon and Glenda Coons was is 

home and now able to eat and slowly improving. 

Pray For Our Shut-Ins: 

Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash, John & Terry Richardson 

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting: 

John Grubb (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in 

Peru).  See latest mission reports on the bulletin board in the back of the auditorium.. 

We are blessed to have brother Goshorn and his family with us today.  He will 

provide us with an update of their work in Peru. 

2024 Gospel Meetings: 

A spring gospel meeting will be held April 12-14 with brother Ronnie Whittemore  

of the Stop 11 Road Church of Christ in Indianapolis and a fall gospel meeting will 

be held September 6-8 with brother Tom House of the Plainview Church of Christ in 

Fulton, MS. 

Men’s Business Meeting: 

The next men’s monthly business meeting will be Wednesday, March 6th at 5:00.  

Monthly Pitch-in Dinner: 

Our next pitch-in dinner will be today following the AM services.   Following the 

dinner, we will meet at 1:00 PM for a service in song.  

Radio Program: 

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 FM 

to hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”. 

God’s Plan For Our Salvation 

Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32). 

Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6). 

Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30). 

Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37). 

Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4). 

Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10). 
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PREACHING WHAT THE LORD “LAYS ON 

YOUR HEART” 
 

Roger Campbell 
 

        What message should preachers preach? Many of our denominational 

friends would say, “Just preach whatever the Lord lays on your heart.” Is that 

what the Bible says? 

        If one claims that he preaches “what the Lord lays” on his heart, how 

does he know that it is the Lord and not Satan “that lays it on his heart?” How 

does he go about proving that it was more than his own personal gut feeling? 

There is no way that a person living today could ever prove that his decision 

to preach on a certain topic, or to deliver a lesson in a certain way, came 

directly from the Lord! One man that called himself a former youth pastor 

emphasized to me that a preacher just needs to preach whatever the Lord lays 

on his heart. Then, in the next breath he spoke of his support for women 

preachers in public assemblies, the use of mechanical instruments of music in 

Christian worship, and other unbiblical concepts. This is, as we say, “par for 

the course.” Why? Because those that advocate preaching “what the Lord lays 

on your heart,” sooner or later always get around to propagating unscriptural 

messages, showing that, alas, their message was not something that the Lord 

laid on their heart after all. Folks, if the message that they speak is not 

scriptural, then guess what? It did not come from the Lord, and people ought 

to stop accusing Him of being the source of their self-imagined doctrines! 

        Have you ever read in your Bible that the Lord told Christians they 

should teach or preach “whatever He would lay on their heart?” Someone 

might say, “No, not in those exact words, but surely you would agree that 

there were inspired preachers.” Yes, and the key word here is “were,” not 

“are.” There WERE inspired preachers, but there ARE NONE alive today. 

Inspired preachers were those who received God’s revelation in a miraculous 

way, being directly led by the Holy Spirit to speak forth God’s message. For 

instance, we read in Matthew 10:18-20 that Jesus told His apostles, “And ye 

shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony 

against them and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought 

how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what 

ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which 

speaketh in you.” That was a promise Jesus made to His apostles, not to 

people living in the 21st century. Later, Jesus promised the apostles that the 

Holy Spirit would guide them into all truth and would cause them to 

remember all that Jesus had spoken to them (John 16:13; 14:26). Again, those 

were special promises for the apostles, not you and me. 

        We further read in the New Testament that the “mystery of God,” which 

is the salvation of Jews and Gentiles through Jesus, through the Gospel, and 

in the church, was “revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the 

Spirit” (Eph. 3:4,5). The Holy Spirit miraculously revealed it to the apostles 

and first century prophets and they preached it to others. Those men were, 

indeed, inspired preachers. 

        Observe this about inspired preachers. In the first century, inspired 

preachers also received from God the power to perform signs or miracles. 

What was the purpose of such signs? To confirm the message they preached 

(Mark 16:20; Heb. 2:3,4). In other words, inspired men preached the Gospel 

of God, and as they did so, by the Holy Spirit’s power, they performed 

miracles to prove that what they were saying was from God, and thus it was 

true and should be accepted as authentic and authoritative. 

        Miracles were a temporary phenomena that ended in the first century. 

Thus, today there are no preachers that are performing genuine miracles. The 

Holy Spirit’s direct guiding of preachers was also a temporary phenomena 

that came to an end in the first century. The Spirit now leads men through His 

truth, the word of God (John 16:13). Instead of having inspired preachers, we 

now have uninspired men that are obligated to preach the Holy Spirit-inspired 

Gospel. 

        What is it that preachers are supposed to preach? Not their own feelings, 

not their personal hunches, not their private preferences, and certainly not 

what they surmise to be “the Lord laying it on their heart.” No, friends, true 

Gospel preachers “preach the word” (II Tim. 4:2), or as Jesus said, they 

“preach the gospel” (Mark 16:15). 

        “So, you don’t think that preachers should preach with emotion?” 

Preachers ought to energetically and enthusiastically proclaim the Lord’s 

Gospel. They, like the apostle Paul, should feel, “Woe is unto me, if I preach 

not the gospel!” (I Cor. 9:16). But that is a far cry from saying that they 

ought to claim that “the Lord laid it on their heart.” Preaching WITH feeling 

is not the same as preaching which is totally BASED on feelings or pure 

emotionalism. For one to claim that he preaches “what the Lord lays on his 

heart” simply means that he is basing his message on his own personal 

speculation and what he feels is right. Jesus did not say, “Go and preach 

whatever you feel in your heart.” The Master said to preach “the gospel.” 

That should settle the matter for those that want to please Him. 

 


