Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:

Karen Shanafelt, daughter of sister Shirley Cook, is recovering from surgery in
Florida for a perforation in her stomach.

Beverly Anderson is still recovering at home.

Joni McConnell’s daughter-in-law’s mother is very ill.

Brother Bob Hawkins received an outpatient infusion for his chronic back pain.

Mike Parnell’s son, Bill, has been told he is cancer free. Pray thanks and for
continued good health.

Mike Parnell’s sister, Brenda has cancer and is undergoing radiation.

Shirley Cook fell at her place in Florida, breaking several teeth and splitting her
lip. She will undergo multiple procedures in preparation for dental implants.

Darryl Grimes (Ken & Sherrie Roosa’s son-in-law) received encouraging news
that his cancer has shown improvement. He will undergo another PET scan in
March to determine if further treatment is warranted. Please keep Darryl, his
wife and family and Ken and Sherrie in prayer.

Charlie Henard’s mother is in the hospital battling pneumonia and also suffers
from Alzheimer’s.

Karen Sproles is still suffering with problems in her knee.

Iris Hash is being treated for stomach problems and also has neck pain.

Pray For Our Shut-ins:

Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash

Pray For The Works We Are Supporting:

John Grubb (Mission work in Asia)

Ladies’ Luncheon:

The ladies of the congregation will be having a luncheon on February 9" at 12:30

PM at the Tea Room on the west side of the square in Martinsville. If you plan to

attend, please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board.

February Monthly Pitch-in:

Our monthly pitch-in dinner will be today, immediately following the morning

service. Following the pitch-in, at 1:00 PM, we will have a song service then

dismiss for the day.

Men’s Business Meeting:

The next men’s business meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 2" at 5:00

PM. All men of the congregation are encouraged to attend.

Radio Program:

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 to

hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”.

God’s Plan For Our Salvation:

1.Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).

2.Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

3.Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).

4.Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

5.Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; | Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

6.Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12;

Rev. 2:10).
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The “Experts” Do Not Agree

Joshua 22:22 “The Mighty One, God, the Lord, the Mighty One, the Lord! He
knows and may Israel itself know. If it was in rebellion, or if in an unfaithful
act against the Lord, do not save us this day.”

One thing that has surfaced out of the social media hype and news about the
pandemic is that experts do not agree. Masks or no masks— lots of differing
voices weighing in on this. And, vaccines, boosters—are they doing any
good? Some say “yes.” Some say “no.” The medical community is divided.
The politicians are extremely divided. And, we the citizens do not know what
to believe. What is truth? What is bias? What is part of a bigger political
agenda? Who is paying for all of these things and who is profiting from all of
these things? Theory upon theory. One thing that comes out of this loud and
clear is that the experts do not agree.

But, this isn’t the only time. In 1975, Newsweek magazine published a article
entitled, “The Cooling World,” in which writer, science editor Peter Gwynne,
described a significant chilling of the world’s climate, with evidence
accumulating “so massively that meteorologists are hard-pressed to keep up
with it.” He raised the possibility of shorter growing seasons and poor crop
yields, famine, and shipping lanes blocked by ice, perhaps to begin as soon as
the mid-1980s. Meteorologists, he wrote, were “almost unanimous” in the
opinion that our planet was getting colder. Scores of similar articles, some
with even more dire predictions of a “little ice age” to come, appeared during
the 1970s in such mainstream publications as Time, Science Digest, The Los
Angeles Times, Fortune, The Chicago Tribune, New York Magazine, The New
York Times, The Christian Science Monitor, Popular Science, and National
Geographic. And, yet, today, no one seems to talk about those things today.
Now, it’s all about a warming climate. The experts do not agree.

The experts do not agree about what happened to the dinosaurs. The experts
do not agree about how crowded the planet is becoming. The experts do not
agree about what is the best way to manage forests. The experts do not agree
about which foods are the best for us. The experts do not agree about how to
parent a child. The experts do not agree about how to treat mental illness. The
experts do not agree about how to treat diseases. And, of course, the experts
do not agree about the origin of life. And, for common folks, like you and me,
we are left wondering, “Does anyone know?” All of this can be unnerving for
us. The experts cannot agree. Here are some thoughts:

First, God knows. That’s what our verse tells us. He knows. He knows how
many hairs are on your head. He knows when a sparrow falls. He knows
what’s in your heart. He knows what you go through. God is the one who is
always right. That is why in Psalms we learn that we do not put our trust in
the strength of horses or in chariots or bows. Our trust is in the Lord. The
Lord knows. And, as Paul said in the book of Acts, things will turn out
exactly as we have been told. It will not be a man-made disaster that ends life
here. We must put our trusts in what the Bible says.

Second, experts are limited with what they know and what they have to work
with. History is a great reminder of that. There was a time when the best
medical wisdom would have a patient bleed out his disease. That didn’t turn
out well for most patients. New studies. More advancement in research. The
experts changed their conclusion. But even in the same moment in time,
experts do not agree. Our current pandemic is a great example of that.
Different ideas. Different theories. We are left with doing what we are told,
but with the understanding that this likely can change and not be the practice
in the future. God sees in all directions, including into the future. God is
already in tomorrow.

Third, it helps to do your own homework. In our current culture today, it’s
hard to know what is driven by science and research and what is politically
based. Those two are not the same and often they have different goals in
mind. Get second opinions. Don’t believe something just because an “expert”
tells you. Seek proof. Know for yourself. Draw your own conclusions.

Fourth, our lives must be wrapped around faith and not what others tell us to
do. The experts can be wrong. They have been wrong in the past. God will
get us through. God will be there for you. Think about what little information
and knowledge the common person had in a 12th century village in Europe.
News traveled extremely slowly. Outside the village, most knew nothing else.
Diseases like smallpox often wiped out small villages. For the people of God,
their hope, trust and faith was in the Lord. Even through death, God would be
with His people.

Watching TV talk shows can make a person dizzy. Expert after expert is
paraded onto the screen telling us that what we’ve been told by other experts
is all wrong. Who knows. And, after a while, who cares.

God knows.

Come, Lord Jesus! -- Roger Shouse



