
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted: 
Sister Gloria Hale has been moved from the hospital to a rehab center. 

Mike Parnell’s sister, Brenda has cancer and is undergoing radiation. 

Charlie Henard’s mother is scheduled to be moved from the rehab center to her 

home.  Charlie will be traveling to Tennessee this week to see her and to 

assist with her transfer.  

Charlie Henard’s sister recently had both hips replaced. 

Karen Sproles is still suffering with problems in her knee. 

Iris Hash is being treated for stomach, nasal and back problems. 

Anna Maggard, Ray Sturgill’s sister, is in the hospital in Hazard, KY 

Aletia Sturgill, friend of Ray and Liz, is battling a severe case of COVID and is in 

rehab in Norton, VA. 

 

Deepest Sympathy: 
We are saddened at the passing of our dear Sister in Christ, Beverly Anderson.  

She passed away peacefully at the hospital on Tuesday night.  Arrangements 

are pending.  Please keep Tim, Liz, Steve and the rest of her family in your 

prayers. 

 

Pray For Our Shut-ins: 
Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash 

 

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting: 
John Grubb (Mission work in Asia) 

Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in Peru) 

 

Ladies’ Community Outreach Work: 
The ladies of the congregation will be donating items on a monthly basis for the 

Morgan County Department of Child Services (DCS) to assist in the care of 

children who have been removed from their homes.  For the month of March, the 

item to be donated is baby formula.  If you would like to support this work, please 

bring this in throughout the month so they can be delivered at month’s end. 

 

Radio Program: 
Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 to 

hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”. 

 

God’s Plan For Our Salvation: 

1. Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32). 

2. Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6). 

3. Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30). 

4. Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37). 

5. Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4). 

6. Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; 

Rev. 2:10). 
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Schedule of Services: 
Sunday 

Bible Study – 9:30 AM 

Worship – 10:30 AM 

Evening Service - 6:00 

Wednesday 

Bible Study – 6:00 PM 

Thursday 

Ladies Bible Study – 11:00 AM  
 

Radio Program: 
“Preparing For Eternity” 

Sunday Mornings 8:00 AM, WCBK 102.3 FM 
 

Website:   
www.morganstreetchurchofchrist.org 
 

Gospel Preacher – Bob Hawkins 

http://www.morganstreetchurchofchrist.org/


Sometimes The Answer Is ‘No’ 
 

Matthew 26:39 “And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and 

prayed saying, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not 

as I will, but as You will.’” 

  

 Our verse comes from the dark moments in the garden. Judas was gathering 

up troops to come and arrest Jesus. The disciples were sleeping. Jesus was 

eyeing the cross. The moment was here. Once things started, the events 

would move very quickly. There would be chains, beatings, scourging, nails, 

and a very, very painful death. It’s one thing for Jesus to have gone through 

those things for us, but He went with His eyes wide open. He knew what was 

going to happen. He knew the intensity of the torture that was about to 

happen. 

  

 So, on this dark, dark night, He begs His Father to “let this cup pass.” Find 

another way. Let’s skip this. Do I have to? But deep inside, He knew. He 

attached to these words, “Not My will, but Thy will be done.” And, you and I 

know the story. Judas came. Jesus was arrested and taken to the Jewish 

hierarchy. Then to the Roman Governor. The crowds wanted His death and 

death He received. 

  

 Did you notice that God said, “No,” to the Jesus’ prayer? He didn’t utter 

those the word ’No,’ but He did not keep Jesus from the cross. He did not let 

this cup pass from Jesus, as the Lord wanted. God said “No,” to Jesus’ 

prayer. And, if God said “no,” to His prayer, there will be times when God 

says “No,” to our prayers. Understand, “No,” is an answer. Sometimes we 

might think God didn’t answer our prayers. The truth more accurately might 

be that God didn’t answer our prayers the way we wanted them answered. 

  

 And, this takes us to the interesting thought of ‘Why does God say ‘No’ to 

our prayers?’ 

  

 First, from this account with Jesus, we know that saying “No,” isn’t because 

God doesn’t like us. Sometimes a child comes to that conclusion when their 

parents tell them no. God loved Jesus. He said that to the world several times. 

The disciples heard God say that. Because your prayer is answered “no,” does 

not mean that you have done something wrong or are no longer in favor with 

God. 

  

  

Second, saying “No,” to your prayer may be necessary for God’s plan. God’s 

plan was for Jesus to die on the cross. The crushing of Satan’s head had been 

prophesied since the days of Adam and Eve. God has appointed times and 

plans that we do not see, understand or grasp. What you have asked for, just 

may not fit in God’s plans. Thy will be done. 

  

 Third, God may be using a situation to strengthen you or bring someone back 

to Him. The circumstances may be intense and we may pray for relief and 

deliverance. But rather than ending the pressure, God may want you to 

strengthen your faith. It is upon the anvil of adversity that our faith is forged. 

If I am always walking in sunshine and everything is always going my way, 

my faith can become weak. The trials and testing of our faith is what 

produces some powerful spiritual qualities in our lives. God has more than 

just you in His vision and in His heart. While we pray for what we think is 

best, God is also considering others. Saying ‘yes,’ to your prayer may not be 

the best means to awaken someone and get them coming back home to God. 

God is always interested in salvation first. That is more important than our 

health and our happiness. 

  

 Fourth, God may say ‘No,’ simply because you have asked too late. God is 

not using miracles these days. That is His choice. It’s a little late to pray for 

oars when your boat is going over the waterfalls. You should have been 

praying upstream. To start praying for your marriage after your mate has filed 

for divorce may be too late. To start praying for the recovery of health when a 

person is hours from death may be too late. The time to start praying for a 

marriage is before the ceremony and the “I dos” are exchanged. The time to 

pray for a child is not when he heads off to college, but the moments after his 

birth. 

  

 God does not owe us salvation, nor does He owe us a “yes” to everything we 

pray. God doesn’t buy our love and our affection. He is God. If He never 

answered our prayers, we still need to honor Him and glorify Him. And, we 

must never forget to thank the Lord for hearing our prayers and for the 

blessings when He does say “yes.” 

  

 Inside one of my Bibles I have taped an old “Family Circus” cartoon. The 

mother, sitting on the edge of a bed, says to her little boy, “God answers All 

our prayers. But sometimes the best answer is ‘no.’” 

  

 Let this cup pass…     -- Roger Shouse 


