Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:

Liz Sturgill is suffering from weakness and problems with breathing.

Ray Sturgill has been having issues with control of his blood sugar level.

Jeff Sturgill continues to recover from a sore on his foot and is doing better.

Ray and Liz’s brother-in-law, Teddy Adams, in Kentucky is recovering from surgery
to remove a tumor in the back of his neck

Ray Sturgill’s sister, Louise Boggs, in Kentucky is in the hospital.

Jesse Riddle is experiencing weakness but is sometimes able to attend Sunday AM
service. He recently has been placed under hospice care.

Virginia McKinney is in need of our prayers. She has been diagnosed with cancer
and is scheduled for surgery April 11,

Bob Hawkins continues to receive treatment for the veins in his legs.

Shawn Mathews is on a new medication to help with his digestive system issues.
Charlie Henard’s niece, Brittany Henard, is battling cancer.

Please pray for Mike and Doris Parnell’s neighbor’s son, Jake..

Karen Sproles had a nerve block injection in her knee. A biopsy taken from a sore on
her leg tested positive for melanoma. She is waiting to see the doctor for next steps.
Karen Sproles’ daughter is had stomach surgery last week.

Nan Coons, wife of Darian and daughter-in-law of Eldon and Glenda Coons was is
home and now able to eat and slowly improving.

Pray For Our Shut-Ins:

Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash, John & Terry Richardson

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting:

John Grubb (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in
Peru). See latest mission reports on the bulletin board in the back of the auditorium..
2024 Gospel Meetings:

A spring gospel meeting will be held April 12-14 with brother Ronnie Whittemore
of the Stop 11 Rd. Church of Christ in Indianapolis and a fall gospel meeting will be
held September 6-8 with brother Tom House of the Plainview Church of Christ in
Fulton, MS.

Men’s Business Meeting:

The next men’s monthly business meeting will be Wednesday, April 3rd at 5:00.
Monthly Pitch-in Dinner:

Our next pitch-in dinner will be Sunday, April 14th, following the AM services.
Following the dinner, we will meet at 1:00 PM to conclude our gospel meeting with
brother Ronnie Whittemore.

Radio Program:

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 FM
to hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”.

God’s Plan For Our Salvation

Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).

Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).

Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; | Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10).
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DOES GOD HEAR ALL PRAYERS?

Roger D. Campbell

God communicates the thoughts and desires of His mind (that is,
His will) to you and me through His word, the Bible. The way that we,
as humans, communicate or speak the message of our mind to God is
through what the Bible calls prayer. In both the Old Testament, as well
as the New, we often read about prayer. The truth is, it is only through
the teaching of the Bible that we can know the Lord’s will concerning
prayer. Thus, for any question about prayer, we must turn to the word
of God and see what it says. Doesn’t that make sense to you?

Does the God of heaven hear the prayers of humans? If you mean,
“Does God know when people are praying to Him,” then the answer is
“yes.” God knows all that is taking place on the earth at all times. He
knows our every thought, every action, and every word spoken,
including our prayers. How can we be sure about this? Because the
Bible says, “God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things” (1
John 3:20). All the affairs of mankind are “naked and opened unto the
eyes” of the Lord (Heb. 4:13). So, yes, God knows when humans are
praying.

Does the God of heaven hear prayers that are offered to Him in
different languages at the same time? Because He is the “Almighty
God” (Gen. 17:1), there is nothing that is too hard for Him (Gen.
18:14). He understands all languages in which humans speak. And,
yes, He can handle all the prayers that might be coming His way all at
the same time, regardless of the language!

Should we conclude, though, that every prayer is acceptable to the
Lord? To say that He can hear and understand when people speak to
Him is one thing. To say that every prayer is acceptable to Him, well,
that is another matter entirely. In Proverbs 28:9 it is written, “He that
turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be
abomination.” This verse makes it clear that if a person refuses to heed
or obey the message of God’s law, then he should not expect the Lord
to receive his prayer. Why? Because God counts it as an abomination
when men refuse to obey Him, and all the praying in the world cannot
change that. Prayer cannot take the place of obedience. The Lord
rejects the prayer or cry of a disobedient person.

What does the New Testament say? In 1 Peter 3:12 we read, “For
the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto
their prayers....” According to this verse, which prayers does the Lord
receive? The prayers of “the righteous.” A righteous person is one who
does righteousness (1 John 3:7). Since all of God’s commands are
righteousness (Psalm 119:172), then a righteous person is one who
keeps the commandments of the Lord. The Lord promises to receive
the prayers of such a person, but not the prayers of the unrighteousness.

One final consideration. What about praying for salvation? Never
in the Bible do we read that the Lord or any of His inspired spokesmen
told a person that had never been saved something like this: “To be
saved from your past sins, you need to pray to God, and He will
forgive you.” Such a notion is just not in the Bible! It is true that there
are New Testament passages in which we read that people were told to
pray in order to receive forgiveness, but when we closely examine the
contexts of those verses, what do we find? They were addressed or
spoken to those who were already Christians and had committed sin
after being saved. Thus, as Christians or children of God, in order to
get back into the right relationship with God, what they needed to do
was pray. Simon, who had already believed and been baptized, was
told to pray for forgiveness (Acts 8:13,21-23). We also read, “If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Again, however, this
was not spoken to non-Christians, but to those that were already God’s
children (compare 1 John 2:12).

Does God want men to pray? The Bible says He does. But does
He accept all prayers? Not according to the Bible. Let us all search the
Scriptures and accept the instruction that we find therein.



