Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:

Gloria Hale is in the Heartstone rehab center, near Bloomington, Room 617.

Virginia McKinney is suffering from a skin infection.

Ray Sturgill’s brother Clay is recovering at home in Kentucky from a UTI and sepsis.

Mike Parnell’s sister, Brenda has finished her radiation treatments and had a scan
performed last week to determine the status of her cancer.

Charlie Henard’s mother is back at her home in Tennessee.

Charlie Henard’s sister recently had both hips replaced.

Karen Sproles is still suffering with problems in her knee.

Iris Hash is being treated for stomach, nasal and back problems.

Aletia Sturgill, friend of Ray and Liz, is recovering from COVID and is in rehab in Norton,
VA.

Ken and Sherrie Roosa’s son-in-law, Darrell Grimes will be enrolled in a clinical trial
treatment program for his cancer in Nashville, TN.

Ken Roosa’s friend Gary Short has been diagnosed with terminal cancer.

Pray For Our Shut-ins:

Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash

Deepest Sympathy:

Our prayers are with Ray and Liz Sturgill at the passing of Ray’s sister, Anna Maggard in

Kentucky.

Our prayers also go out to Floyd and Judy Coley and David and Sherrie Williams at the

passing of their daughter and granddaughter, Ashlee Williams.

Our prayers also continue to be with Steve Anderson and Tim and Liz Burdsall and their

family at the passing of Sister Beverly Anderson.

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting:

John Grubb (Mission work in Asia)

Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in Peru)

Ladies’ Community Outreach Work:

The ladies of the congregation will be donating items on a monthly basis for the Morgan

County Department of Child Services (DCS) and to the local women’s shelter. For the

month of April, the item to be donated is baby food. If you would like to support this work,

please bring this in throughout the month so they can be delivered at month’s end.

Summer Gospel Meeting:

Our summer gospel meeting will be held June 10-12. Our speaker will be former Morgan

St. gospel preacher Randall Jones who currently preaches at the Richardsville, KY Church

of Christ. Services will be held at 7 PM on Friday and Saturday evenings. Following the

Sunday morning service there will be a pitch-in dinner followed by a 1 PM service to

conclude the meeting. Please pray for our meeting.

Radio Program:

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 to hear our

radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”.

God’s Plan For Our Salvation:

1. Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).

2. Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

3. Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).

4. Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

5.Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; | Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

6.Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev.
2:10).
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From Fishermen To Fishers Of Men

Mark 1:17 “And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers
of men.””

Recently I have been teaching a class entitled, “The Teacher Jesus.” We’ve looked at
how Jesus taught. In one of those classes we noticed the transition that took place
among the disciples. From fishermen they became fishers of men. But it was much,
much more than just putting down their nets and picking up the word of God. There
was a mindset that had to be rearranged, adjusted and changed by Jesus.

Jesus was doing things that seemed out of bounds for the way the disciples would
have thought and how the typical Jews thought. Jesus had to change the way these
disciples saw others. This wasn’t easy. Some cultural thinking is developed by the
way we were raised and the environment around us.

For instance:

- More than once, Jesus was in the home of tax collectors. He even chose a tax
collector as one of his apostles. That would have been a major shift in the of thinking
of the disciples.

- Jesus not only traveled through Samaria, but the disciples found him at a well
talking to a woman and a woman who had been through several marriages. This was
full of things that would have bothered the disciples.

- In the home of Simon, an immoral woman sat at the feet of Jesus, crying so much
that she wet his feet with her tears and dried his feet with her hair. That scene would
have turned the minds of the disciples all around.

- In Gentile country, a Canaanite woman approached Jesus wanting Him to cast a
demon out of her daughter. The Jews would have been uncomfortable being in that
region to begin with, but seeing Jesus granting the request of a Gentile, and a woman
at that, was not something they imagined.

- Jesus commissioned the disciples to go into all the world and preach to every
person. They would no longer be among their own and in settings that they
understood and were comfortable with.

And, all of this points directly to you and I. We, too, have a cultural mindset and
bent. It’s the way we were raised, taught and the environment around us. We have
attitudes, way of seeing others, and opinions that often do not line up with the way
God wants. The people we went to school with, our co-workers, our family members,
even brethren have a way of influencing the way we think and see things. And, that

mindset often needs to be changed. Politically correct is not always Biblically correct.

What is acceptable to society may not be acceptable to God. Trying not to offend
others may in essence offend God.

Here are some reminders that we need to be reminded of::

First, we are all made in the image of God. That includes our enemies, those we do
not like and those who are bent on doing wrong. Not only are we all the same in that
way, but we all need Jesus. It may be that we think some need Jesus more than
others, but we all need the Lord.

Second, we must distinguish between not liking sinfulness and not liking the person.
Sometimes those two are so close to each other that it is hard to separate. We struggle
with caring for the violent, the criminal and those that are aggressively mean. Their
choice of sin has ruined their souls but we need to love them, do good to them, and
care for them. That is hard.

Third, it is easy for us to develop a monastery mindset which is very similar to the
way the Jews thought. The Jews only wanted to be around fellow Jews. They lived in
villages together. They had shops and market places designed for Jews. They sold
only what Jews would buy. They worshipped together. They married within that
closed community. And, while there are many positives about that, it easily
transcends to a “us and them” mentality. That can happen among Christians. We only
want to be around Christians. We only want to do things with Christians. Our world
is a closed system of Christians. A lot of security and comfort about that. But easily
that becomes another “us and them” type of mindset. Those not like us, “them,” are
wrong, clueless and keep at arms-length. This makes evangelism hard. This makes us
uneasy about a stranger worshipping among us. It’s hard to go into all the world,
when we don’t like all the world.

Fourth, our mindsets change as we walk with the Lord and examine His life
carefully. Just being a Christian doesn’t change a mindset. Do you know any black
brethren? Have you ever talked to them about what they experienced among fellow
brethren? Prejudice in the church? Absolutely. And, could that remain an issue when
we see “white churches” and “black churches.” Some like it that way. Some would
want it to remain that way. Seeing what Jesus did, He would have Gentiles,
Samaritans, Jews, Romans all worshipping together. Red, yellow, black and white—
all lifting their voices to Heaven.

Changing the way a person thinks is hard. Getting that person to realize that thinking
like my contemporaries isn’t the best. Thinking like my parents may not be the best.
Thinking like others isn’t the best. I need to think like Jesus did. Have this mind in
yourselves like Jesus. Mold your thinking. Change your thinking. Be a person of
Heaven, not the earth. This includes those under the breath comments we make. This
includes the jokes that we should never say. This includes the likes we put on social
media that reflect a worldly way of thinking.

Transitioning from fishermen to fishers of men—it was more than putting up their
nets. It involved rewiring their thinking and seeing things through the eyes of
Heaven. -- Roger Shouse



