
Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:
Darryl Grimes (Ken Roosa’s son-in-law) began his chemo treatment this past Monday.

Darryl did have some problems with the treatment but plans to continue in his battle.
Please pray for Darryl’s recovery.

Dean Riddle (Jesse’s oldest 1st cousin) passed.  Prayers are requested for the comfort of the
family.

Charlie Henard’s mother has Alzheimer’s that is progressing.  Prayers are needed.
Derrick Burdsall is tired but no plan for treatment yet.  He is at home.
David Cook (Shirley’s son) is back at work but still not fully recovered from his aneurism

surgery.
Dave and Tina Knoy have requested your prayers for their granddaughter McKeneie Ritter.
Ray and Liz have requested prayers for their Granddaughter Taylor and their Great-

Granddaughter Harmony.
Clay Sturgill (Ray’s brother) continues rehab in Whitesburg, KY.   He is doing well.

Prayers for Clay and the family are appreciated.
Jeff Sturgill’s back problem is better though it is ongoing.
Stephanie Sturgill has received her last Chemo treatment and is doing real good.
Kern Shoopman (Jesse Riddle’s Brother-in Law) is suffering from stage 3 Cancer and had

his last chemo treatment.  Per Jessie, Kern is doing OK.
Delores Hendrickson is some better with her dizziness and difficulty sleeping .
Joni McConnell is having some problems with arturitis.
Karen Sproles is having problems with a place on her back and one on her foot.   Her

thyroid problem is being watched.  Karen was ordered to receive home care for these
issues as well as home occupational therapy.  After the heart monitor results she will
be doing a stress test.  Karen is in a lot of pain.

Iris Hash has been weak lately and suspects that she may be anemic.  She started therapy
for acid reflux in the week of 3/28.  Also, she is having some leg cramps.  Iris is to see
a Dr. regarding her cramps and weakness on Wed. (5/19).

Ada Hamm has been diagnosed with lung cancer and made the decision not to have
treatments for lung cancer.  She is doing fine.

Sean Mathews – Stomach problems (ongoing).  Prayers are appreciated.
Jaxon Mathews will be going to Florida on a school trip Monday and returning on

Saturday.  Prayers are requested for Jaxson to have a safe trip.
Pray For Our Shut-ins:
Gloria Hale
Pray For The Work We Are Supporting:
John Grubb (Mission work in Asia)
Charles DiPalma (Mission work in Australia and New Zealand)
Northwest Florida School of Biblical Studies
Coming Events: Men’s Business Mtg. at 5:00PM on Wed. (6/2).
Pitch-In:  First Sunday in June (6/6) after AM service.
God’s Plan For Our Salvation:
1. Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).
2. Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).
3. Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).
4. Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).
5. Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).
6.Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10).
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2 Timothy 3:1 “But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will
come.”

As Paul instructs the young Timothy, he doesn’t paint a make-believe,
everyone lives happily ever after picture. That wouldn’t be helpful for
Timothy. Had Paul said that, Timothy might become disillusioned
wondering when the “happily ever after” part starts. Instead, Paul tells
Timothy the truth Our verse uses the expression, “Difficult times.” Other
versions use: terrible times or even dangerous times.
And, what follows is a careful, descriptive image of what makes those
final days troublesome. It’s not volcanos and earthquakes causing
massive destruction. It’s people. It’s godliness that becomes widespread.
Paul lists a series of twenty sinful attitudes and behaviors. Among them
are the “un” words: ungrateful, unholy and unloving. That follows with
the “lovers” list: lovers of self, lovers of money and lovers of pleasure.
Characteristic of these characteristics is a selfish spirit that believes the
universe revolves around me. It’s interesting to see this attitude reflected
in the progressive nature of popular magazines. Years ago there was
LIFE Magazine. It was about LIFE. Then, along came PEOPLE
Magazine. Shortly after that, was US magazine. US is about us and not
them. That led to SELF magazine. It’s not you, it’s about self. And, of
course the obvious magazine to follow is called ME. All about me. From
LIFE to ME—lovers of self is what Paul said.
Another common characteristic of this selfish spirit is that it centers upon
things. How big is your house? How wide is your TV screen? How many
cars do you have? What brand labels are on your jeans? Status. Image.
Trying to impress others.
And, with that comes an obsession about NOW. No looking down the
road. No thought about the eternal. Let’s do what we feel like now. We
will worry about the consequences later.
The picture isn’t pretty. These are the times we live in. Empty lives
trying to find happiness in fad after fad. However, in the flow of these
verses we find that Timothy was different. He was not like this selfish
spirit. Paul says, “But you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith,
patience, love, perseverance, persecutions and sufferings.” A selfish
community has no tolerance for those things. A little inconvenience and
a selfish society starts screaming. “But you,” Paul says. You are
different.

First, now maybe more than ever, our world needs Jesus. The selfishness
of our times is ruining all things good. It even creeps into our fellowship
and our worship. If I can’t have it my way, then I’m out of here. Unless
there is something in it for me, why should I help someone else? What’s
missing is Biblical love and Biblical serving. What’s missing are hearts
devoted to Jesus. Instead of things getting better, Paul tells us that things
are going to get worse. The great ending of fairy tales, is not found here.
The Lord will come and many will not be ready.
Second, it will be challenging to connect with selfish hearts. That’s the
task before us today. Finding ways to grab the attention and teach others
the way of Christ. Selfish people want a church that serves them and
makes them feel happy. Starting conversations will be hard. Getting
people to the Bible will be hard. Finding starting places will be hard. But
an empty and vain world offers nothing to fill the hole that is in the
hearts of most people. They need to know that God loves them. God can
help them. And, that they need God.  So, they must find a way to change
the scene. However, death still hovers over them. Their coming death,
although ignored and never talked about, is still there. And, moments
like this, is a great opportunity to talk about Jesus.
Third, Timothy was different. He was not caught up in that godless,
selfish moment. The “but you,” shows that Timothy had a heart that
remained true to the Lord. For us, that’s encouragement and hope. Not
everyone is going down the drain. Not everyone has lost their senses.
There are righteous people in Sodom. There are righteous people in the
final days. There are righteous people who are making godly choices and
are leaving footprints of compassion, fairness, and hope for others to see.
That’s where you and I come in. We are lights of the world. We illustrate
Jesus for others to see. We show others that there is a better way. Loving
God is a great choice. It is the best choice.
Difficult times will require great faith and patience. You and I can do
this because we have the Lord to help us.

 Roger Shouse




