Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:

Ray Sturgill was admitted to the Mooresville St. Francis hospital last week with a kidney
and blood infection resulting from an enlarged prostate. He was placed on antibiotics
for the infection and hoped to go home on Friday.

Our sympathy is extended to Ken Roosa and his family at the passing of a cousin in KY.

Sheila Eyster had significant water damage to her home in North Ft. Myers, FL caused by
hurricane lan.

Jesse Riddle had successful eyelid surgery last week.

Continue to pray for Mike Parnell’s son, Bill in Arkansas as he battles cancer. He is staying
temporarily with Mike and Doris as he receives treatments in Indianapolis.

Clay Sturgill, Ray’s brother, is in the hospital in Virginia.

Aletia Sturgill, a close friend of Ray and Liz, is in a rehab center in Virginia.

Ray and Liz’s son Jeff had back surgery and is now recovering at his home.

Doris Parnell’s shoulder surgery has been scheduled for October 31st.

Bob Hawkins had an outpatient procedure for a problem with veins in his legs. He will
receive more treatments in the future.

Gerald Dunn, brother of Susie Riddle, is in a health care institution in Bedford and is
experiencing memory issues.

Virginia McKinney is still experiencing some balance problems.. She is also having a
biopsy of her thyroid.

Karen Sproles is still confined at home and is receiving home health services. Her husband
Chet broke his leg and is in rehab at Meadow Lake in Mooresville. He expects to be
able to go back home soon.

Iris Hash is feeling some better but is still staying with her daughter. She is on antibiotics
and is also suffering from arthritis.

John Richardson has been transferred to the Countryside Nursing Home in Avon, IN.

Terry Richardson is in rehab at The Waters in Martinsville.

Haven Duncan, Dave and Tina’s granddaughter in the Army, has a broken foot and also is
recovering from pneumonia.

Hurricane victims in Florida.

Pray For Our Shut-ins:

Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting:

John Grubb (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in Peru)

Men’s Business Meeting:

The next men’s monthly business meeting will be Wednesday, November 2" at 5:00 PM.

All men are encouraged to attend.

Eall Gospel Meeting:

Our fall gospel meeting with Brother Ronnie Whittemore will be held November 11-13.

Services will be held at 7:00 PM on Friday and Saturday evenings. There will be a pitch-in

dinner after the Sunday morning service then a 1:00 PM service to conclude the meeting.

Radio Program:

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 to hear our

radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”.

God’s Plan For Our Salvation:

1. Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).

2. Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

3. Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).

4. Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

5. Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; | Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

6. Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10).
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WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM DEBORAH?
Bill Boyd

It is by God’s design that women are most powerful in their influence among the
righteous when they are modest, charitable, and chaste. If you ask a Deborah like that
to be your preacher, she will set you straight.

We are introduced to Deborah in Judges 4:4. She was a prophetess, a wife, and a
judge. The order of those roles may be an indication of her priorities, for as a
prophetess she had a responsibility to God, as a wife she had a responsibility to her
husband, and as a judge she had a responsibility to her community. Deborah was not
a preacher, and she did not exercise authority she did not have. In all things, she was
becomingly modest, shamefaced, sober, having an inward quietness, and an
appropriate subjection. Like the godly women of 1 Timothy 2:9-15, she was powerful
because she was a woman of faith, charity, and holiness.

Deborah did not make laws; as a judge she helped people apply God’s law to
their situations. She did not go from village to village preaching like Jesus; people
came to her for judgment where she sat under her own palm tree (Judges 4:5). The
New International Version says that Deborah “held court,” but they made that up.
God wants men to preach and lead in prayer (1 Tim. 2:8). Some women think that
when men will not do this, then they can step out and do it themselves. Deborah was
not like that. When Barak failed to lead the men of Israel against Sisera, Deborah did
not try to lead the men herself. As a prophetess, Deborah knew God’s will. She sent
and called for Barak to admonish him. Barak is rightly faulted for not having already
done what God told him to do, but to Barak’s credit, he asked Deborah to go with
him (Judges 4:6-9). He knew Deborah was a woman of God. Barak’s dependence on
Deborah was his dependence on God. This is why Barak is counted as a man of faith
in Hebrews 11:32. A wise man knows the value of having a wise godly woman at his
side. Deborah did not go with Barak to be his commander; she went to be his helper.

Following God’s own prescribed strategy (Judges 4:6-8), Barak led his men to
the top of Mount Tabor. This drew Sisera out, and he brought his chariots into the
Kidron valley. The storm God sent brought the brook out of its banks, and the rain
and flood-soaked soil rendered Sisera’s chariots useless. When Barak and his men
came charging down the mountain, the Canaanites panicked, fled, and were
destroyed. We sing a children’s song about Barak at Vacation Bible School. “There
was a wise old king who had ten thousand men. He marched them up a hill and then
he marched them down again.” We should tell the children that Barak was not really
a king, but like a king, he led the men of Israel in battle against the kings of Canaan
(Judges 5:19).

Deborah gave Israel a song of victory and praise. God had come to their rescue
(Judges 5:2-5). Israel was downtrodden until Deborah took the initiative (Judges 5:6-

11). From the top of Tabor, Deborah spurred Barak into battle (Judges 5:12-19). God
sent a flood that swept Sisera’s chariots away (Judges 5:20-23). Jael killed the
Canaanite captain. Her story is told in Judges 5:24-26: “Blessed above women shall
Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite be, blessed shall she be above women in the tent.
He asked water, and she gave him milk; she brought forth butter in a lordly dish. She
put her hand to the nail, and her right hand to the workmen’s hammer; and with the
hammer she smote Sisera, she smote off his head, when she had pierced and stricken
through his temples.” The way Deborah sang of Sisera in his death throws is chilling:
“At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down: at her feet he bowed, he fell: where he
bowed, there he fell down dead” (Judges 5:27). Then she sang of Sisera’s pathetic
mother awaiting her son’s return in vain (Judges 5:28-29). Deborah’s song ends, “So
let all thine enemies perish, O LORD: but let them that love him be as the sun when
he goeth forth in his might” (Judges 5:30).

Deborah is often more admired than Barak. This is not because of the role she
played, but because of how she played her role. There are such Deborah’s in our
churches today. They encourage the preachers to preach sound and distinctive
doctrine. They call things needing attention to the attention of the elders. | have been
in Bible classes where it was evident that the women knew their Bibles better than
the men. These are the wives and mothers who, by their “chaste conversation coupled
with fear” (1 Peter 3:2), have kept their families together, and have kept them faithful
and strong. Their quietness, meekness, and submission are not born of weaknesses;
these are their strengths. | knew a Deborah who was held in high esteem among her
elders. She held no office of authority, but the shepherds of that congregation would
often consult her concerning matters they were overseeing. She was a wise woman,
and they were wise men.

Those who put women in public positions of leadership in the churches, thinking
to elevate them, degrade them. They do not understand women, men, or God. Jesus
said that the greatest in his kingdom are servants (Matt. 23:11), and often the greatest
of these servants are women. God chose men to lead his churches (1 Tim. 2:8; 3:1),
and God chose women to be their helpers.

It is by God’s design that women are most powerful in their influence among the
righteous when they are modest, charitable, and chaste. It is no accident that men
grow in courage and faith when they have the company of godly women. If you ask a
Deborah like that to be your preacher, she will set you straight. We should thank God
for spiritual Deborah’s in the churches, and we should pray for men of faith who
recognize their worth and honor them.



