
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray For The Sick And Afflicted: 

Delores Hendrickson 

Judy Coley (upcoming surgical procedure) 

Teddy Burgess (friend of Evelyn Murphy) 

Ken and Sherrie Roosa’s son-in-law Darryl 

Dean Cook 

Iris Hash 

Randy Murray (Cindy Murray’s husband) 

Jimmy Lindsey’s friend at the group home 

Zachary Baxter (Susie Burdsall’s grandson, deployed in the U.S. Navy) 

Edwin Parnell (Mike Parnell’s brother, cancer) 

 

Pray For Our Shut-ins: 

Goldie Gilbert, Al and Gertrude Reynolds 

 

Pray For The Mission Work That We Support: 

John Grubb (mission work in Asia) 

Charles DiPalma (mission work in Australia and New Zealand) 

Northwest Florida School of Biblical Studies 

 

Pray For Our Upcoming Events: 

Monthly Pitch-in Dinner – Due to the late September fish fry there will be no pitch-in 

dinner for the month of October. 

Men’s Business Meeting – The next men’s business meeting will be held today,  

Sunday, October 13th at 5:00 PM.  All men of the congregation are encouraged to 

attend. 

Students’ Visit From NW Florida School of Biblical Studies – Brother Guyton 

Montgomery and some students from the Northwest Florida School of Biblical Studies 

will worship with us on Sunday evening, November 3.  One of the students will deliver 

the evening message in the absence of brother Bob who will preaching at the Stop 11 

congregation.  Following the evening service, a pitch-in meal will be provided in honor 

of our visitors.  More information to follow. 

Fall Gospel Meeting – Our fall gospel meeting will be held November 8 – 10 with 

brother Sidney White.  Additional details to follow.  Please pray for our meeting. 

 

God’s Plan For Our Salvation: 

1. Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32). 

2. Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6). 

3. Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30). 

4. Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37). 

5. Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3,4). 

6. After the above five steps, Faithful Christian Living (I Peter 2:11, 12; 

Revelation 2:10). 
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      MORGAN STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

540 E. Morgan Street 

Martinsville, IN  46151 

(765) 342-6027 
 

                       

 
 

Schedule of Services: 
Sunday 

Bible Study – 9:30 AM 

Worship – 10:30 AM and 6:00 PM 

Wednesday 

Bible Study – 7:00 PM 

Thursday 

Ladies Bible Study – 11:00 AM (March – October)  
 

Radio Program: 
“Preparing For Eternity” 

Sunday Mornings 8:00 AM, WCBK 102.3 FM 
 

Website:   
www.morganstreetchurchofchrist.org 
 

Gospel Preacher – Bob Hawkins 
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Like a Rubber Band that Has Lost Its Stretch 
 

With an extended forefinger as a barrel and a retractable, hitch-

hiking thumb as a hammer, we were well-armed to take on the bad 

guys in our neighborhood. Without any visible or audible 

confirmation that the gun had discharged, the firing of our weapon 

was often accompanied by shouts like: “Bang! Bang! You’re 

dead!” “You’re dead!” was not the sound of the gun; it was our 

way of letting the other person know that they had been hit and 

should fall to the ground. Frequently, there was an even louder 

rebuttal: “You missed me!” Who could argue? The intended target 

was still standing!  

Our imaginative world of pretend warfare advanced with the 

acquisition of a few rubber bands. Placed delicately across the 

forefinger and carefully stretched over the thumb, these projectiles 

could be launched from across the room. They seldom hit their 

intended target, except at point-blank range. We tried to improve 

the speed and accuracy of our shots by using the other hand to 

stretch the rubber band way back so as to release it with greater 

speed, resulting in greater distance. This method was not without 

risk. Who has not suffered the self-inflicted sting of a rubber band 

released in the wrong direction? Still, the rubber band, like other 

relics of my past, found its place in the stowed away memories of 

my mind.  

For years, I have had a handful of rubber bands in the far-left 

corner of the middle drawer in my desk. Useful for organizational 

purposes, these rubber bands also serve as a connection to my 

past. These connections have been passed along to my sons and 

grandsons. But, the rubber bands, which for so long have served 

me well, have become useless—they are stretched out, dried up, 

and brittle. I plan on getting some fresh, new rubber bands. But, 

before I do, there is a spiritual lesson to pass along by way of self-

examination (2 Cor. 13:5). 

 
 Continued on next page - 

Like a rubber band that has lost its stretch, have I ceased to be 

useful in the Master’s service? Disuse is a serious problem so far 

as stewardship is concerned. It is required of stewards that one be 

found faithful or trustworthy (1 Cor. 4:2). It was not the one who 

buried his talent in the sand, but the ones who used their talents 

for the master, who were commended and rewarded as “good and 

faithful slaves” (Mt. 25:14-30). Unlike the church at Ephesus 

which had grown weary and had left their first love (Rev. 2:3-4), 

we must be “steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the  work 

of the Lord…” (1 Cor. 15:58). Living on the edge—stretched out, 

moving forward, outside our comfort zone—deeper and deeper 

into the will of God. This is how Christians must live. This is the 

air we breathe. After all, what is faith for, if it does not stretch us 

in the direction of service to God and compassion for the needs of 

others?  

 

Glen Elliot – Church of Christ – Greenbrier, AR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


