Pray For The Sick And Afflicted:

Delores Hendrickson

Floyd Coley (surgical procedure)

Teddy Burgess (friend of Evelyn Murphy, cancer treatment)
Ken and Sherrie Roosa’s son-in-law (surgery for colon cancer)
Dean Cook

Shirley Cook’s brother Bill, his wife Doris and their son Dale
Randy Murray (Cindy Murray’s husband)

Jimmy Lindsey’s friend at the group home

Zachary Baxter (Susie Burdsall’s grandson, deployed in the U.S. Navy)
Edwin Parnell (Mike Parnell’s brother, cancer)

Pray For Our Shut-ins:
Goldie Gilbert, Al and Gertrude Reynolds

Pray For The Mission Work That We Support:

John Grubb (mission work in Asia)

Charles DiPalma (mission work in Australia and New Zealand)
Northwest Florida School of Biblical Studies

Pray For Our Upcoming Events:

September Fish Fry — Our annual fish fry will be held on Saturday, September 28" at
the Martinsville Jimmy Nash City Park, shelter house No. 5, at 5:00 PM. If you plan to
attend, please sign the sheet on the bulletin board in back of the auditorium.

Monthly Pitch-in Dinner — Due to the late September fish fry there will be no pitch-in
dinner for the month of October.

Men’s Business Meeting — The next men’s business meeting will be held on Sunday,
October 6™ at 5:00 PM. All men of the congregation are encouraged to attend.
Students’ Visit From NW Florida School of Biblical Studies — Brother Guyton
Montgomery and some students from the Northwest Florida School of Biblical Studies
will worship with us on Sunday evening, November 3. One of the students will deliver
the evening message in the absence of brother Bob who will preaching at the Stop 11
congregation. Following the evening service, a pitch-in meal will be provided in honor
of our visitors. More information to follow.

Fall Gospel Meeting — Our fall gospel meeting will be held November 8 — 10 with
brother Sidney White. Additional details to follow. Please pray for our meeting.

God’s Plan For Qur Salvation:

Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).

Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).

Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; | Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3,4).

After the above five steps, Faithful Christian Living (I Peter 2:11, 12;
Revelation 2:10).

Sk whE

September 15, 2019

MORGAN STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST

540 E. Morgan Street
Martinsville, IN 46151
(765) 342-6027

Schedule of Services:

Sunday
Bible Study — 9:30 AM

Worship — 10:30 AM and 6:00 PM

Wednesday
Bible Study — 7:00 PM

Thursday
Ladies Bible Study — 11:00 AM (March — October)

Radio Program:

“Preparing For Eternity”
Sunday Mornings 8:00 AM, WCBK 102.3 FM

Website:

www.morganstreetchurchofchrist.org

Gospel Preacher — Bob Hawkins



http://www.morganstreetchurchofchrist.org/

Holy, Honor and Silence

Leviticus 10:3 "Then Moses said to Aaron, 'It is what the Lord spoke, saying, 'By those
who come near Me | will be treated as holy, and before all the people | will be
honored.' So Aaron, therefore, kept silent.”
Our verse today follows two very tragic events. They were linked together and one
lead to the other. Leviticus is a tough read and this section is likely the most known
part of this book. In the previous chapter, Aaron offers sacrifice to God. There was a
whole series of sacrifices, from sin offerings, peace offerings and grain offerings. The
number of animals sacrificed makes this read like a slaughter house. Aaron's sons
were with him to help him. The chapter ends and Moses and Aaron leave. Our chapter
opens with Aaron's sons offering incense to God. All should have gone well. But it
didn't.
There wasn't an accident. There wasn't a malfunction. There was no equipment failure.
By their own choices, Aaron's sons decided to offer what the text calls a "strange fire"
to God. This is not what God commanded. They had profaned and wasted the sacrifice
to God. They made assumptions that they had no right to do. They ignored God's way
and did what they wanted to do. It was still worship, yet it wasn't what God wanted.
Immediately, that fire exploded and consumed the sons. They died.
Aaron tragically mourns the loss of his sons. They both died. They died instantly.
They died in worship. And, these two are forever linked with Lot's wife, Uzzah,
Annais and Saphira-all who were killed instantly in disobedience to God. Great
sermons about respecting God's authority have been built around this context. We
need to understand the concepts of Biblical authority.
Our verse lists three eternal principles that we need to see.
First, God will be treated as holy. God is holy. The worship and sacrifice to God
must be like God is, and that is holy. What makes something holy is God. When
Moses was staring at the burning bush, God told him to remove his shoes because he
was standing on holy ground. Was the dirt special? No. What made it holy was that
the Lord was there. What made the temple holy is that the Lord was there. Moderns
have removed God from worship. It's all about us now. Church better make me happy,
fulfill me and take care of me, or | simply will not return. That selfish and spoiled
attitude is void of respecting the holiness of God. The worship of God has turned into
a side show carnival with comedians who pretend to be preachers, music that rivals
any rock concert, food, games, fun, and a total disregard for the holiness of God. It is
believed today that anything done in worship is ok with God. Unholy people, living
unholy lives, offering unholy worship to God are surprised that anyone would even
question what they do. They don't open their Bibles. They don't know the Bible. All
they want is a good time in church. Taking His holy name in vain, dishonoring His
holy word, and testing the patience of God by foolish and vain attitudes about Him.
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God is holy. His name is holy. We are to be a holy nation, not as a country, but as
followers of Christ. The spirit of contemporaries filters into our worship of God.
When we replace God as the central feature of our worship, then unholy things begin
to happen. -
Second, I will be honored. Honor is a concept we see in other areas of life. There is
honor guard. There is honor roll. There is honoring your father and mother. There are
certain dos and don'ts about the way we handle the American Flag. It shows respect
and honor. New, different, never tried before, is not the way to honor God. Following
what He says is the way to do this. You cannot honor God by ignoring, disrespecting
and violating His word. You cannot be right with God and wrong with the Bible.
Simply wearing Jesus' name on a T-shirt is not the way to honor Him. Throwing
God's name into a rock show filled with smoke, laser lights and loud music isn't the
way God is honored.
For instance, it's a guy’'s birthday. His wife asks what kind of cake he'd like.
Chocolate, he says. What would you like to eat, she asks. Steaks on the grill. So for
dinner, she makes veggie wraps and for desert she's made jello. Is he happy? She
asked him, and then she ignored what he said. She didn't honor him. She made what
she wanted. Now, slide this into worship. God tells us how to worship. It's in the
Bible. But | want to show movies, instead of listening to sermons. | want popcorn
instead of Lord's Supper. | want secular songs rather than hymns. We can rock. We
can dance. We can eat. We can have a blast. But did we do what God wanted? Is God
going to be happy? So odd, that folks can't get this.
Third, Aaron kept silent. He didn't open his mouth. He didn't say anything. His sons
died. God killed them. Aaron kept silent. He did that because God was right. His sons
were not holy nor did they honor God. His sons were wrong. Aaron also kept quiet
because you can't fight God and win. There was no need for yet another death that
day. It was tragic enough. And, Aaron wanted to remain on the right side of God, so
he kept silent.
We ought to learn something from this. People will say, "I probably shouldn't say this,
but..." Then don't. Keep silent. Hold your peace. Solomon said there is a time to be
silent and a time to speak. We have a hard time figuring out when those times are.
Instead of complaining, keep silent. Could you do it better? Are you running your life
perfectly? Instead of nit-picking, keep silent. Instead of gossiping, keep silent. Instead
of trying to run everyone else's life, keep silent. Rather than telling God how He ought
to do things, keep silent.
Holy...honor...and, silent. That's a great combination. It would help our worship if we
practiced these three things. It would help us get along better with God if we could
remember these three things. And, it would keep us from getting into so much trouble,
if we could only remember, holy, honor and silence.
Aaron got it. His boys never did. How are you doing with these things?

- Roger Shouse




